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Burnell Thompson: In the spotlight 
by Jenny Blumenberg 

Author Unknown 
     With all the uproar in the past 
few years about removing the 
ten commandments from 
courtrooms and other official 
buildings, this is worth taking a 
look at. 
     On the aluminum cap atop 
the Washington Monument in 
Washington, D.C., there are 
written two words: Laus Deo. 
 

  However, no one can see these 
words.  In fact, most visitors  to 
the monument are totally 
unaware they are even there and 
for that matter, probably 
couldn’t care less. 
     Once you know Laus Deo’s 
history, you will want to share 
this with everyone you know.  
But these words have been there 
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A History Lesson 
“Laus Deo” 

Photo by Melissa Patterson 

     They sing a song every year on October 
12 for Burnell Thompson’s birthday. He was 
born here in Knob Lick, to the parents of 
William Frank and Lizzie Thompson. Later 
on married Alice Thompson and next came 
Steve Thompson, their only son. Burnell has 
attended church off and on for about 65 
years. He was saved in 1962 and the Old 
Pink Ridge Church. 
     “A Revival service was going on at Pink 
Ridge Church and Alice would talk to me 
about going every night and every morning, 
but I refused until one day while on the job 
working, the Lord got to me and took 
control.  When I got home Alice asked me to 
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go with her and I couldn’t wait to get there. I set in back but when the alter call 
came I got to it as fast as I could. I knew there were a lot of people praying for me. 
                                                                                            �������
��
�
����
��
�
����
��
�
����
��
�
��	
������  
 



 Page 2 

 
 
 

     I would like to share my 
testimony since we are focusing 
on the youth this month.  Maybe 
my story can help someone 
understand that the decisions we 
make today will stay with us 
forever. 
     I got saved at the age of twelve.  
I was really involved in all the 
church activities.  I was in the 
youth choir, I went to all the youth 
church camps.  I went on all the 
mission trips. 
     Then, as I entered my teenage 
years different feelings and 
thoughts arose.  I started hanging 
out with the wrong crowd, 
wanting to be just like them. 
     I thought they got to have a lot 
more fun than I did.  The next 
thing I knew I was not attending 
church every Sunday, I was lying 
to my parents, and I was doing 
whatever I could to fit in with the 
“in crowd.” 
     Well, you know what happened 
next…I got pregnant.  I was 
scared to death.  Everything 
seemed to go downhill from there.  
People were telling me to have an 
abortion, but I didn’t believe 
abortion to be right (which still 
holds true today). 
     Next thing was to tell my 
parents, which I knew I wouldn’t  

 
 
 
have their support but I didn’t 
know how bad it would get. 
     My parents kicked me out of 
the house.  I guess I was an 
embarrassment to them.  Then the 
church was not supportive at all.  
They treated me like I had a 
disease or something.  People just 
stopped talking to me. 
     Then my friends, who I thought 
would at least have my back, 
deserted me.  So, there I was: a 
pregnant teenager living in a run-
down motel room and all alone. 
     I never felt so alone in my life.  
I was angry at G od, my parents, 
my family, my friends, and 
myself.  I lived this way for 
several months.  Eventually before 
the baby came (which is my 
beautiful daughter Brittany) I got 
to move back in with my parents. 
     It was hard being a teenage 
mom, going to school during the 
day, and working at night because 
I had to buy diapers, wipes, baby 
food, and other things.  I missed 
out on a lot of normal teenage 
things because I had a baby to take 
care of. 
     Do I ever regret having 
Brittany?  No.  Brittany is one of 
the best blessings in my life.  But 
was it hard?  Extremely! 
     Life went on for about ten 
years without God in it.  A lot of 
things happened in that ten years: I 
got married, had Chelsea, and got 
divorced. 
     I knew something was missing 
in our lives.  Then, one day, 
someone from Antioch invited the 
girls to Vacation Bible School.  
After that, they started asking to 
go on Wednesday nights, so I 
started taking them. 
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 My Testimony 
by Amy Holley 

  

 Food for the Flock 
  by Bro. James Wright 

Let’s Re-Think Thanksgiving 
     When you think about 
November, most likely one of the 
first things that comes to mind is 
Thanksgiving.   
     In America, the Thanksgiving 
Holiday has been reduced to a day 
of food, football, and waiting to 
arise the next morning for the 
early-bird shopper deals at the 
mall or you neighborhood retail 
store to kick off the Christmas 
shopping season. 
     But is that all Thanksgiving is: 
a day of food and some 
historically bad football?  
     For us to examine this, let’s 
look back at some historical facts 
about the holiday and some 
Biblical truths that show us it is 
more than just another day. 
     First lets go back to November 
29, 1623, three years after the first 
thanksgiving between the pilgrims 
and Native Americans and look at 
some words from William 
Bradford, the Governor of 
Plymouth Colony. 
     “To all Pilgrims In as much as 
the Great Father has given us this 
year an abundant harvest of 
Indian corn, wheat, peas, beans, 
squashes, and garden vegetables 
and has made the forests to 
abound with game and the sea 
with fish and clams and inasmuch 
as he has protected us from the 
ravages of savages, has spared us 
from pestilence and disease, has 
granted us freedom to worship 
God according too the dictates of 
our own conscience, Now I your 
magistrate do proclaim that all ye 
pilgrims do gather at the meeting 
house on ye hill between the 
hours of 9 and 12 in the day time 
on Thursday, November 29 to 
listen to your pastor and render 
thanksgiving to Almighty God for 
                  ��������������������������	
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for many years; they are 555 feet, 
5.125 inches high, perched atop 
the monument, facing skyward to 
the Father of our nation, 
overlooking the 69 square miles 
which comprise the District of 
Columbia, capital of the United 
States of America. 
     Laus Deo!  Two seemingly 
insignificant, unnoticed words.  
Out of sight and, one might think, 
out of mind, but very 
meaningfully 
placed at the 
highest point over 
what is the most 
powerful city in the 
most successful 
nation in the world. 
     So, what do 
those two words, in 
Latin, composed of 
just four syllables 
and only seven 
letters possibly 
mean?  Very simply, they say 
“Praise be to God!” 
     Though construction of this 
giant obelisk began in 1848, when 
James Polk was President of the 
United States, it was not until 
1888 that the monument was 
inaugurated and opened to the 
public.  It took twenty-five years 
to finally cap the memorial with a 
tribute to the Father of our nation.  
Laus Deo: Praise be to God! 
     From atop this magnificent 
granite and marble structure, 
visitors may take in the beautiful 
panoramic view of the city with its 
division into four major segments.  
From that vantage point, one can 
also easily see the original plan of 
the designer, Pierre Charles 
I’Enfant. The design shows a 
perfect cross imposed upon the 
landscape, with the White House 
to the north, the Jefferson 
Memorial to the south, the Capitol 

to the east and the Lincoln 
Memorial to the west. 
     A cross you ask?  Why a cross?  
What about separation of church 
and state?  Yes, a cross; separation 
of church and state was not and is 
not in the Constitution.  So, read 
on.  How interesting and, no 
doubt, intended to carry a 
profound meaning for those who 
bother to notice. 
     Praise be to God!  Within the 
monument itself are 898 steps and 

50 landings.  As one 
climbs the steps and 
pauses at the 
landings the 
memorial stones 
share a message.  On 
the twelfth landing 
is a prayer offered 
by the city of 
Baltimore; on the 
twentieth is a 
memorial presented 
by some Chinese 

Christians; on the twenty-fourth a 
presentation made by Sunday 
School children from New York 
and Philadelphia quoting Proverbs 
10:7, Luke 18:16, and Proverbs 
22:6.  Praise be to 
God! 
     When the 
cornerstone of the 
Washington 
Monument was laid on 
July 4, 1848, deposited 
within it were many 
items including the Holy Bible 
presented by the Bible Society.  
Praise be to God!  Such was the 
discipline, the moral direction, and 
the spiritual mood given by the 
founder and first President of our 
unique democracy: “One Nation, 
Under God.” 
     I am awed by Washington’s 
prayer for America.  Have you 
read it?  Well, now is your unique 
opportunity, so read on! 

     “Almighty God; we make our 
earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep 
the United States in Thy holy 
protection; that Thou wilt incline 
the hearts of the citizens to 
cultivate a spirit of subordination 
and obedience to government; and 
entertain a brotherly affection and 
love for one another and for their 
fellow citizens of the United 
States at large. 
     “And finally that Thou wilt 
most graciously be pleased to 
dispose us all to do justice, to love 
mercy, and to demean ourselves 
with that charity, humility, and 
pacific temper of mind which 
were the characteristics of the 
Divine Author of our blessed 
religion, and without a humble 
imitation of whose example in 
these things we can never hope to 
be a happy nation.  Grant our 
supplication, we beseech Thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
     You may forget the width and 
height of “Laus Deo,” it’s 
location, or the architects.  But no 
one who reads this will be able to 
forget its meaning, or these words: 

“Unless the Lord 
builds the house its 
builders labor in vain.  
Unless the Lord 
watches over the city, 
the watchmen guard 
in vain.”  (Psalm 
127:1) 

     It is hoped you will send this to 
every child you know; to every 
sister, brother, father, mother, or 
friend.  They will not find offense, 
because you have given them a 
lesson in history that they 
probably never learned in school.  
With that, be not ashamed, or 
afraid, but have pity on those who 
will never see. 
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     I recently had the opportunity to 
read an email from Bro. James about 
churches in America.  It stated that 
the average church in America has 
around fifty people in attendance on 
Sunday Mornings. 
     We at Antioch fall into that 
average as well with 50-80 people on 
Sunday morning.  Church growth is 
always a wonderful sight in a church 
and ours is no different.  As many of 
you know, our church has gone 
through a lot of up-hill battles to get 
to the point it is today.  Praise be to 
God for it all. 
     With growth also comes more 
opinions on how things should be 
done.  Satan’s key to turmoil in thr 
church is division.  Every church has 
difference of opinions, but we have to 
remember that this is Christ’s church.  
It has nothing to do with the building, 
but all to do with the body that 
resides therein.  Whether Bro. James 
is our pastor or I you Youth Minister, 
what the church is will never change. 
     Paul writes in Ephesians 4:1-4 that 
we should walk in lowliness and 
gentleness, with long suffering, 
bearing with one another in love, 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.  If we, as a 
church, will look and live with each 
other as Paul writes in Ephesians, the 
door will be kept closed to division. 
     I have seen first-hand what 
division can do in a church over the 
years.  I have seen it split a church 
right down the middle over a real 
Christmas tree verses an artificial 
one.  You may snicker and laugh at 
that, but at the time it was no 
laughing matter.  The question is this 
what will try to divide Antioch?  The 
next question is will we humble 
ourselves and stop it before it has that 
chance? 
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     I felt I had found what I was 
missing all those years.  Since we 
have been coming here, Brittany 
and Chelsea both have been saved 
as well as my husband, Josh.  And 
I have grown as a Christian, as 
well. 
     Am I saying things are easier 
now because I am back in church 
and I’m older?  No I am not.  
Satan attacks you no matter what 
age you are.  I still sin every day. 
     This year, you all might have 
seen a change in me.  There have 
been so many changes in my life 
this year, a lot of blessings but 
also a lot of trials and temptations.  
So I am struggling a bit as a 
Christian again, so please 
pray for me and my family. 
     And, for the teenagers in 
this church, I know 
there is so much 
going on in this 
world that 
sometimes you don’t 
know what direction to go.  Just 
remember if you need someone 
to talk to about anything (and I 
do mean anything) you can call 
me.  I will be there for you.  I’m 
sure it will be nothing I haven’t 
heard before as Brittany and I talk 
very openly. 
     I know this was a very long 
testimony, but I wrote it for two 
reasons.  One, for the teenagers so 
they will understand that you can’t 
change the decisions that you 
make today.  Secondly, for myself, 
because I wanted to be reminded 
of why I joined this church. 
     As I was going through some 
of my poems, it all came back to 
me. 
     Tomorrow isn’t promised, not 
for you nor me, Tomorrow isn’t 
promised to us that we will get to 
see. 

    So I would just like to take a 
moment to say, How I love you all 
and appreciate you on this 
Sunday. 
     I remember the first day I 
came, your all’s arms opened 
wide, I saw that big wooden cross 
just like the one on which Jesus 
had died. 
     I knew right then I was missing 
something in my life, I wanted to 
get rid of all my pain and strife. 
     I started coming on every 
Wednesday night, God was calling 
me back home and I didn’t put up 
a fight. 
     Now this church is my favorite 
place to be, When I walk in this is 
what I see. 

     Alice playing the piano, oh so 
sweet, Jason on the drums 

making just the right 
beat. 
     Justin making 
wonderful sounds 

from his keyboard, Bro. 
James preaching about our 
wonderful Lord. 
     Ms. Lera sitting on the 
third row with her sweater 
on, The church choir 
singing together in a very 

special tone. 
     Melissa leading the youth choir 
through their favorite songs; yes, I 
know this is where I belong. 
     Everyone in this church is so 
important to me, from the oldest 
member to the littlest baby. 
     The point to this poem was for 
all of you to see, how much you all 
truly mean to me. 
     So in case tomorrow doesn’t 
come and I don’t get the chance to 
say, I just want everyone here to 
know, I love you tomorrow, 
yesterday, but most of all today! 
     Thank you for reading this and 
thank your for praying for me and 
my family! 

  

 From My Heart 
 The Church’s 
 Weakness 
 by Jason Patterson 
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by Pam Poynter 
     Many of you may ask 
yourselves, “Why should I recycle 
aluminum?”  The answer is 
simple. 

- Because you “can.” 
- You can help the 

environment one can at a 
time. 

- You can earn cash for cans. 
- Recycling aluminum uses 

95% less energy than 
making new alumi num.  
The energy saved can power 
a TV for three hours or keep 
a 100-watt bulb burning for 
almost four hours. 

- There is no limit to the 
amount of times aluminum 
can be recycled. 

- We use over 80,000,000,000 
(80 billion) aluminum soda 
cans every year. 

- The recycling industry 
employs tens of thousands of 
people. 

- The empty aluminum can is 
worth about 1 cent. 

- It takes about 34 empty 
aluminum cans to weigh one 
pound. 

- Tossing away an aluminum 
can wastes as much energy 
as pouring out half of that 
can’s volume of gasoline—
every time you recycle 30 
aluminum cans, you have 
saved the equivalent energy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
of a gallon of gasoline. 

 
     Recycling is a win, win 
situation—you enjoy the contents 
of the aluminum can, you help our 
economy, you save energy, you 
help the environment, and you can 
earn cash for Antioch’s new 
community building!  As you can 
see, the reasons to recycle 
aluminum cans are endless! 
     Sure, it takes a lot of cans to 
amount to a little money—but if 
we all contribute we might be 
surprised at how quickly they add 
up.  If you work outside the home, 
ask your employer if you can put 
an aluminum can recycle box in 
the snack room (our class will be 
glad to decorate one for you). 
     Get out there and exercise by 
walking and picking up cans—
people are always throwing them 
out!  Ask friends and family that 
don’t normally recycle to save 
cans for you.   
     Plus, don’t forget the holidays 
are right around the corner; 
instead of tossing those aluminum 
cans in the trash after your 
meals—please remember to save 
them for us and for the 
environment. 
     Thank your for your support of 
our Sunday School Class project.  
Every can counts! 
     Information taken from 
www.aluminum.org.  
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all his blessings.” 
     On October 3, 1863 the United 
States Congress passed an Act 
designating an annual day of 
Thanksgiving as proclaimed by 
President Abraham Lincoln, in which 
he stated: 
     “This I do therefore invite my 
fellow citizens in every part of the 
United States to set apart and observe 
the last Thursday of November next 
as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise 
to our beneficent Father who dwelleth 
in the heavens it is announced in the 
Holy Scriptures and proven by all 
history that those nations are blessed 
whose God is the Lord.” 
     When you stop and read what was 
stated by Bradford and Lincoln, it 
kind  of makes you stop and wonder 
how we got to where we are today 
with our celebrating of this day. 
     This year as you gather with 
family and friends, think back to the 
words of these men and spend time 
thanking your Heavenly Father for 
the year, for the food on your table 
and in your cupboard, for the people 
sitting beside you and the family that 
is far away, for the peace that is 
afforded our nation by God's 
protective hand and for the blessing 
that we all enjoy.  
     Also please remember those who 
are hungry on this day, for those who 
have no family sitting beside them 
due to whatever circumstances, the 
brave soldier who is on foreign soil 
and the spouse and children who 
celebrate without them while they 
protect your freedom.  Remember 
those who gave all for you to be 
where you are and to have what is set 
before you and remember the 
pilgrims and the native Americans as 
they celebrated together all those 
years ago giving thanks to one 
another.   
     As Bradford put it, “to Almighty 
God, the one who is do all thanks for 
all that we are and have.”  After all 
when you look at scripture you see 
Thanksgiving is not just a day but an 
attitude.  (1st Thessalonians 5:18)

Cans for Construction 
Reduce – Reuse – Recycle 
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Ralph • Bernice • Shelia and Allison • The troops • John • Bobby • Kim • Fanny • 
Burton & Zoe • Joey • Bob • First Baptist Church of Martin • Steve Harris • Michael 
Logsdon • William, Beth, Braxton, and Colton • Lisa Smith • Ruby Polson • Lola 
Curry • Jane Davis • Josh Holley • Baby Allen – Cancer Diagnosis • Greever Family 
• Stacey Bowles • Jenny Hodges • Ruth Huffman • Jimmy • Valerie Allen’s Dad • 
Ms. Lera • Bo & Kasey 
The Lost & Unchurched:  Mike • Jeremy • Andrew • Brandy • Chris and Family • 
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The Center of the Bible 
Submitted by Bro. James Wright 

 
Q: What is the shortest chapter in the Bible? 
A: Psalm 117 
 
Q: What is the longest chapter in the Bible? 
A: Psalm 119 
 
Q: What chapter is in the center of the Bible? 
A: Psalm 118 
 
Fact: There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118 
Fact: There are 594 chapters after Psalm 118 

·  If you add these numbers up, you get 
1188 
 
Q: What is the center verse in the Bible? 
A: Psalm 118:8 
 
Q: Does this verse say something significant 
about God’s perfect will for our lives? 
A: Take a look! 
 
 It is better to trust in the LORD than to put 
confidence in man (Psalm 118:8). 
 
Now isn’t it odd how that worked out?  Or was 
God in the center of it? 

 

 
 
 
 TRIVIA CHALLENGE 

 
According to Mosaic law, the least number 
of witnesses needed before a man could be 
tied up and put to death was how many? 
 
Submit your answer to Justin and receive a prize!  
You must include your name and the scripture 
reference (book, chapter, and verse) with your 
answer for the answer to be valid! 
 
Congratulations to Michaela Wright who won 
October’s trivia challenge.  She answered the 
following question correctly: 
 
Before Joshua died, what decision did he ask the 
Israelite people to make? 
A: To follow the one true God.  (Joshua 24:15) 
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A very big load was lifted from me when Jesus 
took away my sins.” 
     After Burnell got saved he says his life has 
changed in that he no longer fears death, he know 
God is with him at all times and hears his prayers. 
Sometimes he has his doubts but he said that in the 
word that God will always be there for us and he 
believes every word that God says. 
     “I have been praying that God would send us 
some rain, but all I have gotten was some hot 
sunshine. But I guess he knows what we need 
better than I do.” 
     When Burnell was younger and attended church 
he had to walk. When he started to go to Sunday 
school there was an old man who was a Jew, he 
would stand at the door every Sunday and gave 
every kids a nickel whistle at the end of the service 
and at the time looked like a wagon wheel.  
     There were more people who attended church 
and took it very seriously. As a kid you had to sit 
still and pay attention if you wanted that nickel 
whistle at the end.After services Burnell and his 
family went home and told his mom and sisters 
what he had done or learned at Sunday school.  
     When asked how his church family had changed 
or made a difference in his life he said, “God put a 
group of people and family together in that we call 
a church family. I am so glad to be apart of a 
church family such as ours that care so much about 
everyone. There is some one you can always share 
your business or problems with and will always get 
good advice from them.” 
     “I want to Thank God for saving my soul and 
for his blessing on my family and friends. No 
matter how far you stray away from him, he is 
always there ready to take you back into his arms 
and back into his family.  
     “Also I enjoyed singing with the Edmonton 
Quartet many years ago and later I sang with the 
Thompsons. Which were a family trio and later on 
included Jr. Huffman. Jr. will surely be missed 
from our group.” 
 
 

VISIT OR CONTACT US ONLINE!!! 
 

www.geocities.com/abc_knoblick 
antiochbaptist@gmail.com 

 


